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R^iport  of  the  Wodlcai  Officer  of  Health  for  191S 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Driffield  Rural  District  Council, 


Mr  Chairman  and  centlemeni 

I have  now  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  19I8. 

The  Report  Is  later  than  usual, owing  to  the  Regis trar- 
Ceneral^s  figures  for  tho  Births  and  Deaths  not  having  reached  me 
until  April. 

And  It  Is  also  much  abbravtatodi  on  aocotint  of  a 
circular  aubmlttod  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  by  the  Local 
Covemment  Board  In  December  1918,  In  ?«hlch  a wish  Is  expressed 
that  the  Report  should  be  brief*  giving  the  Vital  etatlstlcs,  and 
only  a short  account  of  any  outbreaxs  of  disease*  and  other  . 
prominent  sanitary  events  of  the  year. 

As  regards  tho  Influenza  epidemic,  tho  Local 
Government  Board  request  that  this  should  be  dealt  with  In  greater 
detail,  and  a Report  thereon  forwarded  In  anticipation  of  the 
Annual  Report:  this  has  been  done. 

Also  a report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District 
at  the  close  of  tho  War  should  be  forvarded,  and  the  sanitary  needs,.’ 

They  also  express  a wish  that  many  details,  which  are 
usually  Inserted  In  tho  Annual  Reports,  such  as  description  of 
Dlstrlctr  particulars  of  water  supplies,  and  sewerage,  sewage 
disposal  &c. , should  be  omitted. 

The  circular  goes  on  to  say  that  the  Report  should  be 
confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters,  which  have  Affected  the 
public  health  during  the  year,  especially  any  matters  arising  from, 
or  connected  with  the  War:  outbreaks, of  Infectious  disease,  and 
measures  for  maternity  and  child  welfare:  together  with  any  exceptional 
measures  taKen  or  recommended. 

In  accordance  therefore  with  their  suggestion,  you  will 
note  that  i have  omitted  the  various  Items  above  mentioned  toma 
considerable  extent.. 


The  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  based  on  a todal  average 
population  of  12246  for  the  former,  and  10929  for  the  latter. 

Tho  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  from  25.0796  to  18. .937*  as 
compared  with  17.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

Tho  Death  Rate  has  risen  from  12.2152  to  17. 101,  a large 
Increase,  due  In  a certain  measure  to  Influenza  mortality;  this 
Includes  civilians  only:  there  were  several  other  deaths,  e.g.  of 
airmen,  who  did  not  properly  belong  to  tho  DlJ^trlct.. 


This  Death  Rato  compares  with  17.6  for  England  and  Wales. 
Epidemic  disease  to  the  number  of  14.18  cases  were  notified;  of  these 
14.02  were  Measles  or  German  Measles:  leaving  only  16  other  notifiable 
cases,  or  less  than  a third  of  tho  usual  number.. 

There  were  2 cases  of  Diphtheria,  U-  of  scarlatina,  1 of 
Typhoid  Fever,  1 of  Oerobro®'  Spinal  Fever  (doubtful).  Ui  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  and  5 of  other  Tuberculous  disease. 
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fh«  mmM  of  Ptupert  from  th«  Birlihot  in  ihe  luftl  DItiriet 
r«lteT«d  during  tho  yetr  ending  tieceabdr  ;ial  in9»  vai  :«* 


Out-of*!)oor  - x%z 

Vorxhouse  or  other  in^t itutlonii 77 

Tjunj^tlc^  In  MviuT?>«! 

Boarded  out  Oh tl Iren,  and  non  resident 

paupers  16 

wmmtrn 

Total  266 


as  tea  Inst  a total  of  504.  for  1917* 
BIIOW-RATS 


iDurlnc  1918.  232  children  were  born  in  the  Oletrlcti  and 
of  these  11b  were  boys*  and  110  glrla» 

There  were  7 boya  and  10  girls  llleiUlaale.  glwing  a 
percentage  of  7.520  as  compared  with  11,9  In  1917. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  10.937.  a great  fall  froa  1917#  when 
It  was  23*0796.  but  It  compares  fawourably  with  that  for  the  whole 
country,  which  was  17*7* 

DEATK-RATS 


The  total  number  of  cirlitan  deaths  regia tersd  was  IS7: 

13  of  these  (3  illegitimate)  were  under  1 year  of  age.  glwing  a 
mortality  of  6b  per  1000  births,  compared  with  S6.b2  In  1917*  The 
infant  Mortality  f^r  England  and  Wales  was  97* 

The  general  Death  Hate  was  17*101.  a large  Inoreaae  on 
that  of  the  prewious  year,  when  tt  was  12*25t:  the  correapondlng  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  17.6 

79  perfsons  lived  to  upwards  of  09  yearet  02  dlod  froa 
Infectious  Disease.  91  of  whom  died  froa  XAfluenta:  20  froa  Cancer, 
and  10  from  heart  disease,  and  6 from  Tuberouious  disease* 

Respiratory  dlaeasea.  apart  from  Tuberculosis  and  influenca 
accounted  for  23  deaths:  3 were  fiie  to  Dlarrhaea  under  2 years  of  age: 
b froa  Violence,  and  there  wore  $ eulcldoa.  In  which  inquesta  were 
held:  there  wae  no  death  froa  Ileaslee* 


Deaths  were  caused  by  the  roXlawlni  diseases 


Influent a 

51 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

b 

Other  Tuberculous  disease 

2 

Cancer 

28 

Heart  Disease 

10 

Bronchitis 

8 

t.- 

1- 

Pneumonia 

12 

Dlarrhaea 

1 

congenital  Debility  and  premature 

6 

' 1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  birth 

1 

{ 

{ 

In  1917  there  were  two  more 

deaths  froa  Pulaonary 

Tuberculoaia,  2 les^  from  Dlarrhaea.  19  leas  froa  Oaacer.  3 less  froa 
Congenital  Debility  &c. , 3 more  from  Bronchitis:  in  the  other  dUeasee 

•pec tried  the  numbers  arj  about  the  same. 

INWECnOUG  DI8EA8D8 


bl0  cases  were  notlfed.  as  compared  with  117  In  1917.  but  as 

all  but  16  of  these  were  due  to  Measles  or  Oerman  Measlea.  the  4he 
number  of  the  other  infectious  cases  was  considerably  less  than  in  1917 

Of  these  bl8  caaes  b02  were  Measles  or  german  Measles,  as 
against  9b  for  1917  2 of  Diphtheria  (ns  against  u).  b of  Oearlottna 
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(as  against  6):  1 of  Enteric  Fever  (aa  against  2):  1 of  Erysipelas 
/ (as  against  2):  and  there  was  i case  of  Oorehro  Spinal  Fever, 
hut  this  was  doubtful  and  was  not  confirmed  by  Analyses, 

The  cases  of  Joasloa  were  distributed  evenly  throughout 

the  4.  eub-Dlstrlcts:  and  most  of  tl'e  schools  were  closed  at  one 
llijio  or  othux:  Apurt  from  Ivieasles  there  was  nothing  whatever  In 
tho -fflat-t-er  of  an  Epidemic  In  1918  except  influenzo, 
nature 

Last  year  I drew  your  attention  to  the  three  diseases, 

Itch,  Lousiness,  and  Ringworm:  an'  stated  that  the  Local  aovernmont 
Board,  although  requo'^ted,  had  wltheld  Us  consent  to  their 
Inclusion  among  the  notifiable  diseases. 

Now,  however, ^ they  have  circularized  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  the  effect  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  do  this  In 
the  case  of  Itch  and  Lousiness  in  those  areas,  whore  the  Local 
Authority  has  provided  means  of  Isolation  (for  families)  and 
suitable  moans  for  disinfecting  the  same. 

A building  of  some  xind  Is  required,  In  Driffield  preferably 
as  being  central,  to  which  a family  could  be  removed,  sleeping 
accommodation  provided,  and  baths:  nnd  where  clothes  and  bedding 
could  be  treated:  so  that,,  while  this  was  being  done,  the  patients 
house  could  be  cleaned  and  disinfected. 

They  also  recommend  that  a Knowledge  of  the  Infectlvlty 
of  thes'  diseases,  and  their  harmful  results,  together  with  the 
proper  measures  of  curing  or  avoiding  thorn  should  be  widely 
Disseminated  in  the  area. 

To  carry  out  this  recommendation,  am  In  accordance  with 
your  Instructions,  I have  drawn  up  a poster,  which  has  been 
distributed  In  the  various  villages  , - There  always  wore,  and  always 
will  be  some  dirty  people,  who  do  not  care  for  personal  cleanliness: 
but  the  most  that  can  bo  done  at  present  Is  to  point  out  to  thorn  what 
they  should  do  to  avoid,  or  In  case  of  being  Infooted^.  to  cure  the 
malady,. 


CLINICAL  AND  BAOTERIOLOCIOAL  WORK 


27  speclamns 

were  sent  for 

investigation 

in  1918; 

subjoined  table  shews 

the  results 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Tuberclo 

1 

2 

3 

Diphtheria 

2 

li; 

16 

Enteric  Fewer 

1 

2 

3 

Suspected  water 

5 

*y 

; 

ai. 

The  samples  of  suspected  water  were  from  ButterwloK 
(well),  Naffer ton  (Well),  Marematte,  Sledmere  (Cistern)  and  2 from 
Middleton  (Wells), 

The  Butter yIck  sample  was  Vf.^ry  bad:  the  Middleton  ones 
were  both  unsatisfactory,  as  well  as  those  of  Maramatto  ohd 
Naffer ton. 


# There  was  a fatal  oase  of  Enteric  Fever  In  the  houao 

from  which  the  last  sample  was  taKen:  this  was  from  a well  on  the 
promises:  sinoo  the  death,  the  bouse  has  b<*on  connocted  with  the 
pure  water  from  the  Naffer  ton  vVaterworKs, 

/ RAINFALL 


No  returns  wore  sent  to  me  for  the  first  quarter  of  1918: 
nor  for  the  month  of  December  In  the  same  year. 

In  the  eight  months  recorded  the  total  rainfall  was  18,59 
Inches,  an  average  of  2,323  ptr  month:  and  If  wo  average  the  other 
four  months,,  we  shall  got  an  cstlmuted  totU  of  27#885»  which  la 
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aaor©  tjian  3i  Inches  in  ©xcass  of  the  quantity  which  fell  In  1917 » 
shewing  It  to  be  an  exceptionally  wet  year. 

September  with  5.9^  Inches  ana  July  1^.28  healed  the 
List*  so  far  as  recorded*,  of  wet  months:  and  June  wqs  by  far  the 
dr  lest*, with  only  l/3rd  of  an  Inch. 

HOUSING  and  PLAI^KING  ACT  1909 


?arlng  19I8  96  houso*^  ha'7e  been  Inspected*  and  two  were 
or  human  habitation.  _ 

Tabular  Statement  under  Article  J of  the  Housing 
Regulations  of  September  2nd  1910 

No  of  dwelling  houses  Inspected  under  the  Act  96 

do  do  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  2 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority,  with  a view  to 

the  maxing  of  Closing  orders  2 

No.  of  Closing  orders  made  ^ ^ 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

without  the  maxing  of  Closing  orders  0 

do.  do.  voluntarily  closed  by  o^’^ners  2 

do,  do.  voluntarily  demolished  by  O'wnors  None. 

. THE  INFLUENZA  EPIDEI:iIC 
Of  1917 


A Report  on  this  subject  to  be  thoroughly  satisfactory,  would 
require  that  the  disease  should  have  been  Included  In  the  List  of 
Notifiable  infectious  Diseases. 


AS  it  was  not  so  included,  It  was  Impossible  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  cases  that  occurred:  and  therefore  the  only  reliable 
statistics  are  those  of  the  acUal  deaths  from  the  disease,  together 
with  notes  of  the  dates  and  localities. 


That  the  mortality  was  serious  Is  certain:  but  what  was  the 
proportion  of  recoveries  to  deaths  cannot  bo  ascertained  for  the 
reason  above  given. 

in  most  of  the  fatal  cases  Pn-eumonla  was  assigned  as  the 
contributory  cause  of  death:  all  classes  suffered:  an  equal  number 
of  males  and  females  died,  and  mostly  those  In  the  prime  of  life: 
the  first  death  was  registered  as  occurring  at  the  end  of  May:between 
that  time  and  October  there  were  only  tthree  deatr^s:  the  epidemic  then 
Increased  from  the  last  woex  of  October,,  was  severe  during  November, 
and  finally  died  away  by  the  end  of  the  third  weex  In  Oecember. 


Altogether  there  were  51  deaths,  and  four  of  them  were  soldiers 
(three  of  them  In  the  V.  A *U. Hospital  at  Naffer  ton)  : there  was  only 
one  Infant  death:  3I  between  the  ages  of  15  and  U-O;  and  6 over  65 
years . 

21  villages  out  of  HI  escaped:  but  no  village  with  a population 
of  600  and  upwards:  the  only  one  of  over  500  fh'^t  was  spared  was 
Bledmer©,.  owing  perhaps  to  better  housing  conditions  generally: 

20  per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  In  one  village  alone  (Naffer ton) 

The  figures  for  the  Sub-Districts  are  as  follows  :- 


Driffield 

16 

Foston 

11 

Langtof t 

11 

Balnton 

ii 

21 

The  Mortality  In  the  respective  months  was  : 

May 
June 
July 
August 
October 
November 
Deoembei 


1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

26 


Total 
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Hair  the  villages,  containing  about  one  third  of  the 
population  of  the  whole  District,  entirely  escaped. 

These  liBwune  Tillages  included  10  with  a population  In 
each  of  under  lOO:  5 others  of  between  lOO  and  200  persons:  the 
remaining  5 varied  from  218  to  559 • IJbey  were.  In  gub-Dlstrlcts 
as  follows  :~ 

DRIFFIELD,-  Ruston  Parra,  8Kerne  gunderlandwlcx, 

F08T0N.  - Foston,  Oembllng,  Lowthorpe,  Rotsea. 

LANOTOFT.  - ButterwlcK,  Cottam,  Cow lam, Helper thorpe,  Sledmere, 
Towthorpe,  Weaver  thorpe. 

BAINTON.  - BracKen.  Fastburn,  KlrXburn,  NeswlcX,  Tlbthorpe,  Watton. 

20  Villages. 


The  other  21  villages  containing  t*;^o  thirds  of  the 
population,  and  Including  the  largest  villages,  were  attacKed: 
Nafferton  easily  heading  the  list  with  10  deaths, ^or  1 In  120  of 
the  population:  the  next  t.T0  largest  villages  Kllham  and  CranswlcX 
had  only  three  deaths  apiece:  a mortality  of  1 In  332. 


There  were  not  more  than  two  villages  In  this  List 
with  a population  of  less  than  100. 

Hamos  of  villages,  and  Sub  Districts,  with  number  of 
deaths  In  each  :~ 


Nafferton 
Hutton  CranswV^x 

Little  Driffield 
Vans ford 


Si&JUstriai 


Driffield 


M 


10 


i 


Great  Xelx 

) 

Little  XelX 

Harpham 

North  y rod Ingham 

) 

ros  ton 

Boeford 

) 

Brigham 

) 

z 

1 

I 

z 

b 

1 


Foxholes 

) 

Kllham 

) 

- Lang tor t 

Lang toft 

• ) 

lAittons 

) 

2 

u. 

2 


Gar ton  ) 

Bain ton  ) 

Flmbep  ) 

Southhurn  ) 

Middle ton  ) 

We  twang  ) 

North  Dalton  ) 


2Q,..YiJ.Ia.S^JL 


military 

Nett  Civilian  deaths 


1 

U. 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 


117 


The  disease  was  probably  air-borne,  as  evidenced 
by  Its  wide  distribution:  the  weather  In  November,  the  most  fatal 
month,  was  considerably  setter  thJ^n  In  October:  and  In  the 
remainder  of  the  E«st  Riding  at  any  rate  IK? comber  vms  even  wetter 


than  either  of  them 

(NOTE  :-  The  remainder  of  the  Bast  Riding  Is  quoted 
as  I have  no  Driffield  rainfall  ntatlstlcs  for  December  1918  - but 
possibly  a lixe  average  v/iii  ap^^y  to  Driffield  Rural  Area) 


Most  of  the  small  villages  escaped:  there  Is  no  record 
of  any  medicine  having  proved  specific:  the  disease  la  one  that 
evidently  prefers  crowded  centres  of  population:  perhaps  wlnd-awep!t* 
heights,  and  good  housing  conditions  have  something  to  do  with  , 
Immunity:  previous  attaexs  do  not  protect. 


Want  af  rest,  warmth,  nursing  and  good  food  seem  to 


(5) 


m 

t.v,  BMir 


render  the  disease  more  fatal;  nt  the  height  of  the  epidemic  It  was 
Impossible  to  procure  sufficient  nurses,  and  people 

were  chary  of  offor^Mng  their  senricos  through  fear, 

i 

A Circular  was  printed  and  posted  up  In  the  villages,  giving 
some  general  precautionary  Instructions  how  to  act  In  suspected  oases; 
this  was  done  In  November, 

The  effect  of  the  epidemic  on  thxi  t)eath  Rat©  may  be  easily 
realised  by  comparing  the  rates  for  the  months  of  November  and  Decombe 
In  the  7 years  preceding:  l.e,  from  1911  to  1917  Inclusive, 

In  these  years  the  average  rate  for  the  month  of  November  was 
8,66  and  for  'December  11,89:  und  for  the  two  months  taXen  together 
10,275  : It  was  as  low  as  ii..95  In  November  and  December  I9I?:  and 
highest  In  D;5cemb0r  1916  (13.62) 

In  November  1918  It  was  4-1.41  and  In  December  J5. 04  an  average 
of  38.22^-,  the  Increase  being  due  to  Influenza. 

Since  the  expiry  of  19I8  there  has  been  a alight  return  of  the 
disease,  but  It  now  (Ivfay)  seems  to  have  disappeared.  There  were  12 
deaths  in  the  first  four  months  of  this  year  from  Influenza, 


GEITERAL  Ril  tarKS 


The  Notovjorthy  features  of  this  Report  are 

(l)  The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  from  23.0796  to  18,957 

(ll)  The  Death  “Rate  has  risen  from  12.252  to  17.101;  due  principally 
to  the  virulence  of  the  Influenza  epidemic  In  November  and 
December  which  accounted  for  51  deaths  during  Its  whole  period. 

(Ill)  The  fall  In  the  infant  Mortality  from  86.42  to  64:  which  compares 
favourably  with  97  for  England  and  Walos, 

(Iv)  Special  Report  on  the  influenza  Epidemic  TOt?  1918. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obddlent  Servant, 

Thos,.  sanctuary,  M.D. 

DrlffUld. 

May  17th  1919. 
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rrom  April  1910  to  D'jcoioijor  19I8. 
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HOTJeiNO*  p MOTION 


IXirlne  the  otove.  period  Inspootlons  have  t)cen  niaae  at  96  cottagas, 
ana  other  awflllng  rouses. 

NUI8A?TCE8 


70  nulsancea  of  Torloua  Kinds  have  been  dealt  wlthi  Including 
two  cases  of  ovp)rcro\7'ilng,  many  privies*  ashpits,  drains,  guileys, 
and  uneven  pfithvvays.  The  worX  at  these  places  has  all  been  done 
without  having  recourse  to  legal  proceedings,  with  the  exception 
of  onc'*  ense,  ^mich  was  ordered  to  hs  carrlad  out  at  ones.  2 
cottages  have  been  closed,  and  no  nfrr  cottages  have  been  built, 

DRAINAGE 


The  Filter  Beds  at  Nafferton  and  Kllham,  and  the  e«w«te 
Outfall  at  iriddleton  nrn  Inspected* at  least  every  months  the 
flushing  of  the  main  sewor  at  Nafferton  is  done  monthly;  Kllham 
and  Mlddioton  When  noceasary. 

The  main  sower  over  the  Naffer ton  Book  has  been  repaired# 
and  some  necessary  worK  done  th  the  eewsr  Beds, 

WATER  SUPPLY 


Is  fairly  good  In  movst  villages,  with  the  exception  of 
ITlddloton#  ButtorwloK  and  Wetwong:  In  the  two  former  the  water 
was  found  to  bci  polluted:  and  W^itwong  has  nothing  but  rainwater 
for  drlnxing  purposes  easily  available, 

OO^GKBDS  and  DAIRIES 


These  have  been  Kept  under  nupertlslon:  no  now  oow  shsds 
have  bdi*n  registered  during  lh&  abovtii  period, 

WORKSHOPS 


These  have  boon  regularly  inspected:  a new  applications, 
which  were  found  satisfactory  wory  granted. 


a,B#HtWPKRl:T. 

Sanitary  inspector# 
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